
The Oughtred Society Scholarship Award Program

The Oughtred Society was founded in 1991 by a group of slide rule collectors and is dedicated to the preservation and history of slide rules and other calculating instruments. In the past 20 years it has evolved to an international organization with members in 22 countries. It is noted for its highly acclaimed Journal of the Oughtred Society, published twice per year.  The Society is a non-profit educational organization. 

Oughtred Society Scholarship Application Overview

The Oughtred Society is pleased to offer the following two scholarships to encourage the next generation of mathematically-minded student applicants to consider not only the intrinsic merit of mathematics, but also to develop an appreciation of the larger role that mathematics plays in our global society.

The program is open to college bound students from any country having had an active Oughtred Society member from the previous year.    Eligible countries include:  Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxemburg, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The Netherlands and The United States.

1.  The Oughtred Society Mathematics Appreciation Award

This award is open to all freshman-bound college students age 16 and above.  In addition to the instructions below, applicants shall submit an essay entitled “Why Math Matters” in 750 words or less.  The winner will be awarded a commemorative certificate, a check in the mount of $500, a slide rule and a one-year membership in the Society.  The winning essay will be published in the Oughtred Society’s Journal and on the Society’s website.

Award amount:  $500

Application Deadline: March 15

Award Date:  May 1

2.  The Oughtred Society Science Award

This award is open to all graduate level college students enrolled in a Science or Engineering program.  In addition to the instructions below, all applicants shall submit an essay entitled “The Value of the Logarithm” in no more than 750 words.

The winner will be awarded a commemorative certificate, a check in the amount of $1000, a slide rule and a 5-year membership in the Society.  The winning paper will be published in the Oughtred Society’s Journal.

Award amount:  $1000

Application Deadline:  April 15

Award Date:  June 1

Application Process for either award:

If you are interested in applying for either of these scholarships, complete the following four application sections and submit them no later than the dates shown above [ note the dates are different depending on which award you wish to apply for].    All applications can be downloaded from Oughtred Society website. 

    * The Oughtred Society Award SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM [ Add link to on line application]

· ESSAY:  Each applicant must provide personal contact information, a copy of his or her most recent transcript and an essay per the application instructions.  

Awards will be announced by the dates given above. Recipients of the current year scholarship will receive a letter announcing the award. Individuals not selected to receive an award will not be notified. Therefore, if you do not hear from us by the end dates above announcing your selection for an award, you are not an award winner. Individuals not selected to receive an award are eligible to submit another application for the next year. 

Please submit your application by e-mail to scholarships@oughtred.org no later than 12 midnight on the application deadline.  Applications may also be submitted by mail to:

Oughtred Society Scholarships

9 Stephens Ct.

Roseville, CA  95678

Entries must be postmarked no later than the final application date.


